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GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE-RELATED TERMS 

3-2 PROGRAM: Degree program in which a student begins his/her studies at one institution, generally a 

small liberal arts college, and after three years, transfers to another larger institution to complete his or 

her studies. Most of these programs are in engineering. Three-two programs can be either single or dual 

undergraduate degree programs; others are undergraduate and graduate B.A./M.S. combinations.  

4-1-4 PLAN: A college academic calendar usually including a fall term with four courses, a shortened 

winter or January term with one course, and a spring term with four courses.  

ACCELERATED PROGRAMS: Exceptionally selective admission programs that offer admission to 

undergraduate and graduate programs, generally for medical school, to freshman applicants. Program 

length can vary from seven to eight years, often including summer coursework.  

ACT: American College Test. This is a standardized college admission test that is accepted in place of (or 

in addition to) the SAT by almost all colleges. The test measures a student's abilities in English, 

mathematics, science reasoning and reading, and includes an optional writing section. Students receive 

a score in each of the four areas that ranges from 0-36, with a composite score that is the average of 

each of the four sub-scores.  

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE: The group of admissions officers and some combination of faculty members and 

administrators who review each candidate's application and make decisions regarding admissions.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) EXAMS: Tests sponsored by the College Board for students who have taken 

college-level (AP) courses at Kent. Some colleges may allow students to receive college credit for high 

scores on these exams; still others will place students out of introductory-level courses into higher 

levels.  

BACHELOR OF ARTS (B.A. OR A.B.): Traditional four-year degree awarded by a liberal arts college or 

university following successful completion of a course of study. These degrees may be granted in any 

number of fields in the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences or fine/performing arts.  

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS (B.F.A.): Four-year degree offered by fine arts, design, theater, dance and other 

visual and performing arts programs. Admission to B.F.A. programs can be based to a large extent upon 

artistic talent, determined through an audition or portfolio review, and to a lesser extent upon 

standardized testing and academic performance.  

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (B.S.): Four-year degree usually awarded for successful completion of requirements 

in the natural and physical sciences, or for more professionally oriented programs, such as engineering 

or business.  

CLASS RANK: A student’s academic standing based on his or her academic record as compared with that 

of the other members of the class. Like most independent schools, Kent does not rank its students.  

COALITION APPLICATION: The application platform created by the Coalition for Access, Affordability, and 

Success. The Coalition Application allows a student to complete one application form that can be sent 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.mycoalition.org/
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electronically to more than one college within the Coalition. Not only does this platform help students 

with their college admissions search and application processes, but also offers resources that high 

school students can simply use in their day-to-day school lives. This includes a virtual locker to store 

electronic documents or media and a collaboration space to share and critique such items with teachers, 

counselors, family members, or friends. 

COALITION FOR ACCESS, AFFORDABILITY, AND SUCCESS: The Coalition is a group of over 90 US colleges and 

universities united with the goal to make admission to college more accessible and more affordable for 

everyone. The group has basic requirements for membership in order to facilitate a student-first 

and student-friendly college application process focusing on access and affordability. The Coalition was 

formed “to improve the college application process for all students as they search for and apply to their 

perfect college,” and they have created a new application platform (the “Coalition Application”) to do 

so. 

COLLEGE BOARD: College Board is the organization which sponsors educational testing (the SAT, AP 

exams) as well as the CSS Profile form. They also produce many other informative college-related 

materials.  

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION BOARD (CEEB): Another name for the College Board. In filling out 

applications and other college forms, students are frequently asked for their high school’s CEEB code. 

Kent’s is 070-330.  

COMMON APPLICATION: Allows a student to complete one application form ("The Common Application") 

which can be sent electronically to more than one college. Colleges and universities participate in the 

Common Application Program on a volunteer basis and agree not to discriminate against students in 

their review process on the basis of the application submitted (i.e., they do judge whether the student 

submits the college’s own application or the Common Application).  

CONSORTIUM: Several colleges and universities in a particular geographic area sometimes join together in 

a consortium, which gives students the opportunity to take courses at all member institutions.  

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION (CO-OP): College-sponsored programs designed to help undergraduates meet 

college expenses and gain work experience, alternating periods of study with periods of work in a field 

related to a student’s academic or professional interests. Traditionally, but not exclusively, used by 

students in such pre-professional programs as engineering, computer science and business. Many 

schools award college credit for the work outside the classroom.  

CORE CURRICULUM: College courses required for graduation, consisting of a comprehensive selection from 

such fields as the humanities, social sciences, natural and physical sciences, the fine arts, etc. Depending 

on the college, core curricula can range from a handful of courses to well over half the required courses 

necessary for graduation.  

CSS PROFILE: Used by many selective colleges in addition to the FAFSA to award financial aid funds. The 

CSS Profile is similar to the FAFSA, but is customized by the colleges to supply additional financial 

information.  

DEFERRAL: This is an admissions decision which may be received if a student has applied under an Early 

Decision or Early Action plan. A “deferral” means that the student has not yet been admitted or denied; 

the application will be placed in the pool of “regular decision” applicants for another review, and an 

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://css.collegeboard.org/
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admissions decision will be sent in late March or early April. (Students who apply Early Decision and are 

deferred are no longer bound by the ED agreement and can apply to other schools).  

DEFERRED ADMISSION: This option, initiated at the student’s request, allows the student to postpone 

enrollment at a college where he or she has been admitted. The student then may take a year for travel, 

work, or other projects before attending college. Most colleges will grant deferrals to students who 

present a well thought-out plan for what they will do for the semester or year.  

DEMONSTRATED FINANCIAL NEED: Amount, as determined through federal, private and/or institutional 

financial aid forms, which is the difference between the total cost of attendance at a college and the 

estimated family contribution to the college cost.  

DEMONSTRATED INTEREST: More and more colleges now track your “Demonstrated Interest” – i.e. the 

times you visit, contact the admissions office, meet with the rep – at Kent or on campus.  

DOUBLE DEPOSIT: Accepting two colleges’ offers of admission by submitting a deposit to secure a spot in 

the freshman class at both schools. This practice is prohibited by the regulations of the National 

Association of College Admissions Counselors (NACAC), and is vehemently discouraged by the College 

Counseling Office.  

DUAL DEGREE: Also called a “Joint Degree.” Academic program of study which allows students to either 

major in two separate undergraduate fields in completely distinct disciplines (such as engineering and 

business, or business and foreign language), or to pursue a joint undergraduate-graduate degree 

program (such as joint BA/MBA, BA/JD, or BA/MD programs).  

EARLY ACTION (EA): A non-binding admission program in which the student applies by a stated early 

deadline and receives a decision early (usually mid-December). If admitted EA, students are under no 

obligation to enroll at the college. Typically, students who are not offered admission under early action 

are deferred; however, it is possible for an applicant to be denied outright and not automatically 

deferred for later consideration.  

EARLY ACTION SINGLE CHOICE: See “Single Choice Early Action.”  

EARLY DECISION (ED): A binding admission program in which the student applies usually by November 1st 

or November 15th and receives a decision by Christmas. If accepted ED, the student must enroll. Some 

schools have a second but later ED date, called ED2.  

EARLY DECISION 2 (ED2): A binding admission program with a January deadline. Students submit multiple 

Regular Decision applications but apply to one college under an ED2 plan. Usually decisions are received 

within a month of receipt of the ED2 application. If offered admission under the ED2 plan, the student is 

required to enroll and then withdraw all other college applications.  

EARLY EVALUATION: A non-binding admission process in which a student is tentatively notified of their 

admission decision in January or February, receives their official offer in late March, yet does not need 

to respond to the college until May 1st. Offered by very few colleges (Wellesley is one of them).  

EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICES (ETS): ETS is the company that produces standardized tests for the College 

Board. They also produce, and own, the TOEFL.  

https://www.ets.org/
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ESTIMATED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION (EFC): The EFC is the amount of money, determined through information 

submitted with federal and institutional financial aid forms that, according to the college, a family can 

afford to spend for college. This figure will appear on your Student Aid Report (SAR).  

EXTRA-CURRICULARS: Activities in which students participate outside of the classroom, such as athletics, 

student organizations and clubs, volunteer work and community service, music lessons or groups, or 

part-time jobs.  

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Required of all applicants for financial aid for every U.S. 

college and university. Determines eligibility for any financial aid monies supported by federal money 

(Pell Grant, Stafford Loans, Perkins Loans and Work Study). Only U.S. citizens and permanent residents 

are eligible to submit the FAFSA. 

FEE WAIVERS: Forms that document a student’s inability to pay for college admission-related fees, such as 

SATs and college applications. Students must meet the guidelines for eligibility as determined by the 

College Board. Fee waivers are available through the College Counseling Office.  

GAP YEAR: A year between high school and college used to explore and engage in the world. We 

recommend that students enter a gap year with a college acceptance in hand.  

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE (GPA): Numerical conversion of letter grades into a cumulative average, by term, 

year or academic career. Some colleges convert Kent’s 6.0 grading scale into a 4.0 grading scale or letter 

scale (A, B, C, etc.).  

GRANTS: Financial aid money from the federal/state government or matriculating college which does not 

require repayment, like a loan. This is money that is “granted” to you and that you don’t have to pay 

back.  

HOOK: A subjective factor in the admissions decision-making process which can influence, to varying 

degrees, a student’s admission decision. Examples include legacy status, athletic recruitment, 

exceptional artistic talent, or membership in an underrepresented population.  

HUMANITIES: Fields of study including English, literature, foreign languages, philosophy, classics, history, 

music, fine arts, theatre and religion.  

INTERNSHIP: A part- or full-time paid, volunteer, and/or for-college-credit position offering hands-on 

experience in a student's academic or professional field of interest. Internships are undertaken either 

while enrolled during the academic year or in the summer.  

IVY LEAGUE: While its eight members (Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard, Penn, Princeton 

and Yale) are highly selective colleges for admission, the designation “Ivy League” only refers to their 

membership in a common athletic conference.  

JOINT DEGREE: Also may be known as a “Dual Degree” program. Academic program of study which allows 

students to either major in two separate undergraduate fields in completely distinct disciplines (such as 

engineering and business, or business and foreign language), or to pursue a joint undergraduate-

graduate degree program (such as joint BA/MBA, BA/JD, or BA/MD programs).  

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION: An examination in a foreign language used to determine whether a 

student has satisfied a college’s foreign language requirement and, if not, which level of foreign 

language course is appropriate for the student.  

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/how-calculated#whats-the-expected-family-contribution
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.ivyleaguesports.com/landing/index
http://www.ivyleaguesports.com/landing/index
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LEGACY: Having an immediate family member, generally a parent or sibling, and occasionally a 

grandparent, as an alumna/us of a college to which the student is applying.  

LIBERAL ARTS: A broad-based introduction to a wide variety of subjects, including the social sciences, 

humanities and natural sciences. Generally does not include professional programs, such as business, 

engineering or nursing, although these programs may contain some coursework in the liberal arts. Kent 

has a liberal arts curriculum, as do many colleges and universities.  

LOANS: Loans are a type of financial assistance which must be repaid, with interest, over an extended 

period of time, generally after a student completes an undergraduate degree.  

MAJOR: Concentrated field of collegiate study in one academic discipline, requiring a set number of 

required courses for completion beyond any required core curriculum requirements. Students can 

concentrate in two academic fields by “double-majoring.”  

MINOR: A secondary field of concentrated study often during the final two years of college, similar to a 

major yet with fewer requirements.  

MATRICULATE: Academic term meaning to “enroll at” or “attend” a college or university.  

MID-YEAR REPORT: A form required by colleges that presents the student’s first semester grades from 

senior year. Kent automatically submits fall term grades for Sixth Formers with its Mid-Year Report. As 

with the Secondary School Report, Kent also uses its own Mid-Year Report form.  

NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED STUDENT: A designation given to students by the National Merit Corporation 

for students who score high on the PSAT/NMSQT examination, but do not pass the state-specific 

threshold score to become a Semifinalist.  

NATIONAL MERIT FINALIST: A designation for students who are eligible for merit-based academic 

scholarship (that is, eligible to be named a National Merit Scholar), based upon the student’s strong 

PSAT/NMSQT scores, high school record and counselor recommendation.  

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR: A National Merit Finalist who receives a merit-based academic scholarship, 

sponsored by a member organization or college, or the National Merit Corporation.  

NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALIST: The initial designation by the National Merit Corporation for students who 

pass a state-specific threshold score on the PSAT/NMSQT examination.  

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (NCAA): The NCAA is a national organization which supervises 

and regulates most intercollegiate athletic programs. Based upon size of institution and level of 

competition, these programs are divided into three divisions: Division I, II and III. Division I and II schools 

generally award athletic scholarships; Division III colleges do not. Student athletes who wish to play DI 

and DII sports will need to register and submit information in the fall of Sixth Form year to this 

organization.  

NEED BLIND ADMISSIONS: The practice of admitting students purely on the strength of their academic 

records without taking into account ability to pay.  

NEED AWARE OR NEED SENSITIVE ADMISSIONS: The practice of taking into account an applicant’s ability to pay 

before admitting him or her to college.  

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans
http://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?gid=2&pgid=61
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaa.org/d1
http://www.ncaa.org/d2
http://www.ncaa.org/d3
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PELL GRANT: Named in honor of the late Sen. Claibourne Pell (RI), a Pell Grant is a federally-funded grant 

designed to help students with the lowest Estimated Family Contribution (EFC). Eligibility is determined 

through the information provided through the FAFSA. The yearly maximum amount of a Pell Grant is 

about $3,000.  

PERKINS LOANS: Federally-funded college loan with traditionally the lowest interest rate of educational 

loans, with repayment deferred until nine months after a student leaves school. Students may borrow 

up to a total of $15,000 for an undergraduate degree (approximately $3,000 annually), and eligibility is 

determined through the information provided through the FAFSA.  

PRE-LAW/PRE-MED: Not a major or academic discipline, per se, but an intended direction for graduate 

school allowing a student to concentrate in many different fields of study. Law and medical schools offer 

basic guidelines on undergraduate courses for students interested in gaining admission to these 

graduate programs. However, students can generally integrate these basic requirements into many 

diverse majors, including business, engineering and other non-traditional pre-professional majors.  

PRIOR-PRIOR YEAR (PPY) FINANCIAL AND TAX INFORMATION: Beginning in the fall of 2016, the timeline to 

apply for financial aid is changing. Previously, families (US citizens and permanent residents) would wait 

until after January 1st to start filling out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) with 

income and tax information for the calendar year that just concluded. Now, domestic families will be 

able to begin completing the FAFSA on October 1st with income and tax information that was submitted 

for taxes the previous April.  This shift in procedure is known as “Prior-Prior Year” (“PPY”) because 

families will submit tax information from the prior-prior year before the year the student is seeking to 

be admitted to that institution. (For example, students seeking to enter college in the fall of 2017 will 

submit income and tax information from 2015.) 

PSAT/NMSQT: The PSAT/NMSQT is a two-hour and ten-minute standardized exam that mimics, in many 

respects, the SAT. It contains verbal sections, math sections and a writing skills section. This is many 

students’ first chance to see how their skills compare with those of college-bound students across the 

country in their age group. Students also compete for national scholarships (Merit Scholarships, 

Achievement Scholarships, National Hispanic Scholar Recognition Program) and are placed on college 

mailing lists. Kent students take the PSAT in the fall of their Fourth and Fifth Form years.  

RATE OF ATTRITION: Percentage of students who do not return to college, due to academic, financial or 

personal reasons, usually after their freshman year.  

REGULAR DECISION: A term used to describe the application process in which an institution reviews most 

of its applicants prior to notifying the majority of its candidates no later than early April. Regular 

decision deadlines fall in January or February for most colleges.  

RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS (ROTC): U.S. military ROTC programs offer one-, two-, and four-year 

scholarships at select colleges and universities, covering tuition, books and fees in addition to a living 

stipend, in exchange for committing a set number of years of service in a branch of the military.  

ROLLING ADMISSIONS: A term used to describe the application process in which a university or college 

reviews applications as they are received and offers decisions to students as applications are reviewed. 

NOTE: Some rolling admission institutions may defer students initially. This does not mean that the 

student has been denied or placed on a wait list. A deferral simply means that the admission committee 

will review the student again later on in the cycle once new grades and standardized test scores are 

available.  

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/pell
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/perkins
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/fafsa-changes-17-18-faq.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/fafsa-changes-17-18-faq.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10
http://www.rotc.com/
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SAT REASONING TEST: Originally called the Scholastic Assessment Test (hence the acronym SAT), the SAT 

Reasoning Test is owned and produced by The College Board and is required by most colleges in the U.S. 

to assess verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities and writing skills. Updated in March 2016, there 

are two scores of 200 - 800, one for reading and writing and the other for math. From these two areas, a 

cumulative score is calculated, using a 1600-point scale.  

SAT SUBJECT TESTS: The College Board’s standardized tests in specific academic subjects (e.g., U.S. History, 

English Literature, Spanish Language, Math, Biology, etc.). Used by some highly selective colleges to help 

with admissions decisions, and by other colleges for course placement purposes.  

SECONDARY SCHOOL REPORT: A form required by colleges requesting a copy of the student’s high school 

record and, frequently, a college counselor letter of recommendation. Kent uses its own Secondary 

School Reports.  

SELECTIVE SERVICE: U.S. Department of Defense bureau which requires registration by all eighteen-year-

old male U.S. citizens. Confirmation of registration with the Selective Service is required for eligibility for 

federally-funded financial aid money.  

SELF-HELP: Money, in addition to non-repayable grants, which colleges ask students to contribute to their 

education through college work-study or loans.  

SEMESTER: One of two roughly equal terms, making up the most common academic calendar.  

SINGLE CHOICE EARLY ACTION: Same as Early Action, but students may not apply to any other schools early. 

In other words, schools with Single Choice Early Action ask students to apply to one school EA, and do 

not allow them to apply anywhere else ED or EA. If admitted, however, students do not have to attend 

their Single Choice Early Action school.  

SOCIAL SCIENCES: Academic fields of study which focus on human behavior and societal interactions, such 

as psychology, sociology, political science, anthropology and economics.  

STAFFORD LOAN: Formerly known as “Guaranteed Student Loans” and renamed in honor of former Sen. 

Robert Stafford (VT), Stafford Loans are low-interest loans sponsored by the federal government for 

students enrolled at least part-time in college. Loans can be both subsidized (for students with 

demonstrated financial need) and unsubsidized (for students who do not qualify for need-based 

financial aid). While the U.S. government will pay the interest on subsidized Stafford Loans until six 

months following a student's final full-time semester enrolled, students pay the interest on unsubsidized 

Stafford loans.  

STUDENT-FACULTY RATIO: The ratio determined by dividing the number of students by the number of 

professors. Thus, an 11:1 student-faculty ratio means there are 11 students for every 1 faculty member. 

“Average class size” frequently provides more useful information about faculty-student interaction in a 

college.  

STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR): The form returned to a student following evaluation of the FAFSA by the U.S. 

Government’s Central Processing Agency. Copies of the SAR are frequently required by colleges, and are 

necessary for sending additional copies of the FAFSA information to colleges. Read the SAR carefully 

when you receive it, since it will tell you if information is incorrect or missing (in which case, you need to 

supply the proper information).  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests
https://www.sss.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/student-aid-report
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TEST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE (TOEFL): Examination administered by ETS that assesses the 

fluency in English of a non-native English speaker. The TOEFL tests reading, writing, speaking and 

listening in English.  

TRANSCRIPT: A student’s official school record of grades and courses.  

TRIMESTER: One of three roughly equal terms that makes up an academic calendar.  

WAITLIST: A limited number of freshman applicants who are neither admitted nor denied admission are 

placed on a waitlist and told they will be notified after May 1st if spaces within the freshman class 

become available. Waitlists are utilized by most selective institutions to ensure that they will meet their 

target enrollment numbers.  

WORK-STUDY PROGRAM: A federally sponsored program that allows students to pay for part of their 

educational expenses through part-time work on campus. A portion of the work-study salary comes 

from the college employer; most is through federal subsidies. Only students with demonstrated financial 

need are eligible for work-study jobs.  

YIELD: The number of students admitted to a college who matriculate. 

https://www.ets.org/toefl
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/work-study

