
  

 
 

Sixth Form Meeting  

 Sunday, September 10
th 

at 7:00p.m. 
 

September/October To-Do List 

 

 Arrange to meet with your College Counselor 

Please email Mrs. Irwin (irwink@kent-school.edu) and be sure to let her know when you are 

available to meet.  You must make this appointment by October 2
nd

.  Also, please be considerate of 

others.  If you cannot attend a meeting, especially in the fall when it gets very busy, please let Mrs. 

Irwin know ahead of the meeting so we can give the appointment to another student.  

 

 College Rep Visit Sign-Up Procedure 

 Ask your teacher for permission to be absent from class! 

 Sign-up on Family Connection (demonstration- Family Connection/College 

Tab/View Upcoming College Visits/Sign Up) 

 Do not miss an important lecture, test or quiz 

 Your teacher will mark you absent 

 The College Counseling Office will excuse that absence if (we keep close track of 

who comes to the college visit) you attend the meeting 

 Please note: Colleges keep track of your “demonstrated interest.”  Demonstrated 

interest is becoming increasingly important in a competitive market. Honestly, it 

can make the difference between admission or denial. If a school visits Kent and 

you are interested in that school (even if you already visited their campus), the 

college rep will expect you to attend their Kent School campus visit.  Once you 

have settled on your final list, find ways to express your interest- emails, thank you 

notes, etc…. 

 If you can’t make the meeting due to an academic conflict, let your counselor know 

and write the college rep a short note expressing your interest and reason for 

missing the meeting. 

 Come prepared and ready to ask informed questions about the school! 

 

 Off-campus College Visits 

Seniors are permitted to miss three days of class to visit colleges.  In order to take these visits, you 

need to fill out a blue “College Visit Form” permission sheet (available in the College Counseling 

and Deans’ Offices).  You will need your parents’, College Counselor’s and Dean’s permission 

well before you leave.  Please keep in mind that missing class comes at a cost, so use these days 

judiciously. Colleges are looking carefully at your fall grades. 

 

 FERPA 

 What is the FERPA? FERPA stands for the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act, a federal law which protects the privacy of your educational records.  

 You will need to sign the FERPA. You MUST complete this step with your College 

Counselor so we may explain the role the FERPA plays in your admission process.  
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 Letters of Recommendation 

 Procedure:  Ask the teacher first, then meet with college counselor in order to add 

teachers in Family Connection.  

 Teachers should be teachers who taught you in the Fifth or Sixth Form 

 Guideline:  Most schools want a recommendation from an 

English/history/humanities teacher and another from a math/science teacher. 

 Recommendations from board members/friends/others-  be careful.  How will the 

admissions committee know which is the “real” recommendation?  With electronic 

submission, most schools limit the number.  Admissions offices are wary of too 

many recommendations.  Too many can hurt, not help. 

 

 Register for the SAT and ACT (Please be aware of the security requirements- photo id 

required.) TOEFL takers:  If applicable, see your counselor immediately. The first 

opportunity to take the TOEFL is Oct. 14, the Saturday of Parents’ Weekend.   

 

 Finishing the Student Questionnaire -Please complete your questionnaire—thoroughly and 

thoughtfully—as soon as possible.  If you are looking for a way to advocate for yourself, 

this is it! 

 

 Applying Early? 

 Either early action or early decision:  Please let your counselor and teachers know 

NOW!  Your counselor and your teachers need a certain amount of lead time to 

write your letters of recommendation. 

 How do you decide about early decision?  Yes, applying early decision can give 

you an advantage, but only if you fall within the school’s admission profile.  Think 

long and hard about this decision.  

 Applying to a school with a “rolling admissions” deadline, it is in your best interest 

to apply as early as possible. Chances of admission are greater earlier in the cycle. 

 

 Deadlines 

 Deadlines are your responsibility.  Pay careful attention! 

 If you are applying to any state school—such as the University of Michigan, UNC, 

the University of Texas—it is important that you apply before their priority 

deadline (otherwise you will probably be placed on the wait list). 

 Many of these priority deadlines are early.  The University of California deadline, 

for example, is November 30
th

 

 Remember: YOU MUST SEND YOUR TEST SCORES! It can take as long as 2 

weeks for colleges to receive your standardized scores. 

 Best practice: Apply 2 weeks in advance. 
 

 Register for the Common Application 

 If you have not already done so, register for the Common Application 

 You MUST keep track of your username and password and bring to all meetings 

with your counselor 

 

 If a school is a Common Application School, it’s best if you use the Common Application.  

Please do not use any VIP/Fast/Snap/Special Status Application.  DO NOT APPLY TO 

ANY SCHOOL WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH YOUR COLLEGE COUNSELOR! 

 

 VERY IMPORTANT!  DO NOT put your scores on the Common App (especially if you 

are applying to test optional colleges). 


